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For Immediate Release

August 5, 2010
“CAMERON HOSPITAL PARTNERS WITH LUTHERAN HEALTH NETWORK

TO CREATE A PHYSICIAN PRACTICE ORGANIZATION”
Angola, Ind. – At a press conference held Thursday, August 5, 2010, representatives from Cameron Memorial Community Hospital announced the partnership with Lutheran Health Network in the creation of a physician practice organization.  The new joint venture entity will serve as the medical practice for community physicians who choose to become employed by Lutheran Health Network.  Cameron Hospital and Lutheran Health Network will immediately begin the process to create the new organization.  “It makes sense for us to assist regional hospitals in their continued growth, development and success,” said Joe Dorko, interim CEO, Lutheran Health Network.  “Strong hospitals are very important to the local and regional economy.  Helping local physicians with strong ties to these local hospitals deliver high quality care is consistent with our vision.”
This decision by the Cameron Hospital board of directors was the culmination of the physician partnering initiative that began last fall among community physicians, Cameron Hospital board members and the Cameron administrative leadership to proactively develop a local physician practice organization for community physicians who were considering options to independent medical practice.  A work group was formed, consisting of six community physicians, five Cameron board members and Cameron executive leaders to review proposals and select the system that will be the best partner for physicians and Cameron Hospital.  
 “It is the goal of our three-way partnership that over time, the majority of community physicians who decide to become employed will choose employment by Lutheran Health Network,” said Greg Burns, Cameron President & CEO.  “The physicians will then become part of the joint venture organization and have a strong role in shaping future physician practice and medical care delivery in the region.”

As envisioned, this organization will determine the need in the local market for primary and specialty care physicians; will hold contracts for physicians employed by Lutheran Health Network; will perform coding and billing for all professional services provided by employed physicians; will deliver or contract for physician practice infrastructure and medical group management services; will perform managed care contracting; and will establish quality and other outcome measures. 

The purpose of this initiative is the creation of a new joint venture organization and not for a change in ownership of Cameron Hospital or for an affiliation of Cameron with Lutheran Health Network.  Cameron Hospital will remain an independent hospital.

“We are very pleased to be partnering with Lutheran Health Network in the creation of a locally directed physician practice organization,” said Greg Burns, Cameron President & CEO. “This model will provide our local physicians who choose to become employed with increased opportunities in the marketplace, as well as provide our patients from throughout the region with increased local access to specialized care.”
For more information, call (260) 665-2141.
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